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Dear colleagues,

NAAMA has had a lot of activities in the last
couple of months, and | am happy to share some of
the news with you.

The national convention has been a great success,
with an outstanding scientific program. The retreat
provided an opportunity to discuss chapter issues
in an open forum. The recommendations have been
shared with the chapter leadership for their
consideration. Kudos to the convention and
scientific committees. The efforts of the California
and Nevada chapters are al so appreciated.

The long awaited Al Hakeem is back on track. The
feedback we have received has been very
encouraging. Your articles, letters to the editor,
ads, chapter news, and committee reports are
welcome. The next issue is scheduled for mailing
in early winter.

The election ballots will be in your mail box very
soon, if you have not already received them. The
number of those running for the different officesis
a testimony to the enthusiasm to serve, and the
desire to participate in shaping and directing our
organization. | hope that every active member will
fulfill hisright and duty to cast his vote.

The International meeting for next year will be in
Egypt, and the Nationa meeting will be in the
Washington DC area. Both promise to be very
exciting and educational and preparations for both
arein earnest.
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The House of Delegates voted to have the 2009
International meeting in Spain (Andalus), with side
trips to Morocco and/ or Tunisia. Orlando was voted
as the site of the National Convention.

| suspect that you will be receiving this newsletter
while Ramadan is still with us, and the Eid is at our
doorsteps. Ramadan Kareem, and Eid Mubarak from
the whole NAAMA family to our colleagues of the
Moslem faith. It will not be long before the
Christmas wishes will follow.

Khalid M. Ataya, MD
Foundation Chair

5 Million dollars is the new goal of the NAAMA
Foundation over the next few years.

The reasons behind this decision relate to how small
of an amount the Foundation distributes to all the
Liaison Committees of the Arab countries combined
(5% of capital representing approximately $70,000
per year).

Although more donations go in response to
emergencies or specific projects, we need to do more
regularly planned distributions since the need is so
great.

While our community is generous in emergencies,
not a whole lot of growth has occurred in the
Foundation’s unrestricted funds donations over the
last several years.

(Continued on page 2)



Foundation (continued)

To achieve that goal, the Foundation has produced
a strategic plan and has taken a series of steps to
safely and effectively get closer to our goal. This
has included an improvement in the communication
with members donors, giving more control to
individual NAAMA members with an enhancement
of the process of donor recognition.

What has changed in the way we have tried to raise
funds is basically summarized in the two sets of
guidelines approved by NAAMA this year and are
published on NAAMA Foundation web pages.

In summary, the new changes include:

1. Enhanced ability to donate to NAAMA
Foundation on the web.

2. Enhanced ability of individual members to
take the initiative and safely raise funds for
NAAMA without needing to go through red
tape at the chapter level.

3. Recruiting donors from outside the medical

community
4. Clarifying the role of NAAMA Foundation
and the national office regarding

fundraising by chapters and members.
5. An enhanced set of packages for donor
recognition. These include:
a. Naming opportunities of
conventions and scientific sessions.
b. Recognition in NAAMA
Newsletters, Al Hakeem, Web Pages
and at National Conventions
c. Inviting (expenses paid) new donors
reaching the two top categories in
the Ta ee and Kindi categories to the
national convention to be honored
with a speciad plague a the
convention final gala.

The Foundation is run by NAAMA members who
are elected to its board by the general membership
if they meet the criteria specified in the bylaws.
The terms are limited and staggered, with two new
members elected every year. A non-member slot is
available annually for maor donors. Because of
this  relationship, THE FOUNDATION
BELONGS TO NAAMA MEMBERS.

Thus, it makes sense that each of us considers the
NAAMA Foundation his or her own foundation
and make regular tax-deductible donations and
grow the strength of your Foundation and its ability
to do charity work on behalf of NAAMA members.

With appreciation, love and respect, NAAMA
recognizes the following leaders of our community
who have recently joined the ranks of major donors to
the NAAMA Foundation:

Donations to
NAAMA
Foundation are tax
deductible

Mrs. Salha Joara
Avicena Scholar

Dr. Eid Mustafa
Ibn Nafis Fellow

Dr. Hareth Radddawi,
Ibn Nafis Fellow

To make a
donation contact

NAAMA at 248-646-
3661 or via email at

Dr. Rodwan Rajjoub naama@naama.com

Ib Nafis Fellow

Dr. Mohammad Fathi Sharbek
Ibn Nafis Fellow

Or Donate online at
WWW.naama.com

Marwan Abouljoud, MD, Chair
L ebanon Liaison Committee

Members of the Lebanon Liaison Committee have
visited severa ingtitutions in Lebanon during the past
year in order to assess the real picture of what is mostly
needed in clinics and healthcare centers. As a result of
the generosity of our NAAMA members nationally and
at the chapter level, a significant donation will be made
as a gift to the Lebanese Red Cross that will help this
organization in crucial times.

In addition, the committee is working with

ANERA/Lebanon to sponsor preventative health
programs to educate remote communities in matters of
basic health needs and disease prevention.

NAAMA is aso funding a dental program for

elementary schools that will be conducted by
Ajialouna; a non-governmental organization (NGO) in
collaboration with the Lebanese Dental Association.
Lastly, we will be donating a state of the art mobile
obstetrics ultrasound unit to "Mother and Child
Hospital" in Beirut.

The Lebanon liaison committee is making further plans
for NAAMA to supports organizations in need located
in remote areas and utilizing our member talent pool to
assist local hospital with services.




Improving Pediatric Cancer Care in Egypt
Mona M. Tantawi, M.D., Chair

The incidence of childhood cancer in Egypt reached
one in ten thousand children with over ten thousand
patients treated annually at different centers throughout
the country. The first phase of our mission started in the
year 2003 at the Nasser Ingtitute in Cairo. The
following have been accomplished:

. Installation of a database to generate statistics

. Standardized protocols for the entire country

. Pharmacy guidelines

. Nursing protocols

. A drug information center

. Infectious control guidelines

. Establishing atotal parenteral nutrition program

. Initiation of an international pathology
consultation review service viatelemedicine.

. The appointment of aNAAMA honorary
consultant to oversee training and management
of the unit.

. Establishing five oncology fellowship positions
with an American based curriculum.

. Establishing afour bed Pediatric Intensive Care
Unit that was funded by NAAMA, the Egyptian
American Community Foundation, and the team
of physicians from the U.S. that were directly
involved with the project.

12. Conducted several cancer symposiawith
hundreds of attendees from all over the country.
13. Establishing afully funded
immunohistopathol ogy laboratory.

The next phase will focus on the Alexandria
University Pediatric Oncology Center, which serves
fifteen million people from Beheira to Matrouh and

down to Kafr e-Sheikh. A new Pediatric
Hematology/Oncology center is being built through
private donations and the help of the university. The
short-term plan focuses on the immediate needs of the
outpatient clinic. The long-term plan will incorporate
establishing the inpatient unit.

The long-term goals require generous support from
NAAMA members of the 2008 international
convention in Egypt. In addition, we are hoping to
obtain some funds via fundraising efforts, reaching out
to other established organizations, and from the
community at large.

The Delegates meeting is an important platform for
chapters and members to participate in setting the
mission of NAAMA and to voice their praise or
concerns with the way our organization is handled.
Assigned delegates usually vote on issues ranging
from setting membership dues to choosing locations of
future conventions.

According to NAAMA'’s bylaws, each chapter is
entitled to an assigned number of delegates based on
total number of its active members.

This year at the Las Vegas Convention 42 of the
assigned 63 chapter delegates were present along with
member attendees and non-voting guests.

The delegates voted on several issues including
approval of the nominees for officers, directors and
trustees for 2008, choosing a location for the
international and national conventions as well as
reducing the nationa dues for affiliate membership.

- Three sites were presented for the international
convention: Tunisia, Morocco and Andalusia
(Southern Spain) of which the delegates great
majority voted for Andalusia as the site for the
23" International Medical Convention in the
summer of 2009.

- Four chapter placed their bids through their
delegates to host the national convention:
Central Florida chapter in Orlando, New Y ork
chapter in New York, Michigan chapter in
Toronto, Canada and Northwest Ohio chapter
in Toledo. The great majority of delegates
voted on Orlando as the site for the 30"
National Medical Convention in the fall of
20009.

- The Arizona chapter delegate submitted a
proposal to lower membership dues for effiliate
members. Affiliate members are alied health
professionals such as nurses, pharmacists and
others who are entitled to all privileges of
active membership excluding the right to vote
or hold office. The great majority of the
delegates voted on reducing nationd
membership dues for affiliates to $100 dollars.
Chapters if necessary can adjust their dues for
affiliates.



NAAMA’s 22" |nternational Medical Convention, Alexandria
June 27 — July 4, 2008

NAAMA's 30" National M edical Convention, Washington, D.C.
October 11 — 13, 2008

NAAMA’s Medical Sympaosium, Dubai, U.A.E. Winter 2009




